
 

 

April 16, 2020 
 
First Class & Certified Mail – 9214 8969 0099 9790 1417 3396 43 

Mr. Adam Delk, VP of SC Operations 
Palmetto Wastewater Reclamation, LLC 
1710 Woodcreek Farms Road 
Elgin, SC 29045 

Re: Notice of Enforcement Conference/Notice of Alleged Violation 
 Alpine Utilities/Stoop Creek WWTF 

NPDES Permit SC0029483 
Lexington County 

 
Dear Mr. Delk: 
 
Enclosed is a Notice of Enforcement Conference issued by the S.C. Department of Health and 
Environmental Control for the reasons explained therein.  This informal conference will provide 
you with the opportunity to disprove the alleged violations and to present any extenuating 
information that may mitigate the gravity of the violations. 
 
Enclosed is an informational sheet entitled “An Overview of the Administrative Enforcement 
Process.” This guide has been designed to answer the questions most often asked about the 
enforcement processes.  
 
This correspondence is being sent to you by first class mail and certified mail to better ensure 
delivery.  If you have any questions about the notice, you may call me at (803) 898-1768.  I will 
be glad to assist you. 

Sincerely, 

 
Anastasia Shaw, Enforcement Project Manager 
Bureau of Water - WP Compliance & Enforcement Division 
WP Compliance and Enforcement Section 
 
cc: Melanie Hindman, SCDHEC, WP Compliance 
 Veronica Barringer, SCDHEC, Midlands EA Region 
 Sonya Johnson, SCDHEC, Midlands EA Region 
 Brenda Green, SCDHEC, Water Facilities Permitting  
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Healthy People. Healthy Communities

SC. Department of Health and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street. Columbia. SC 29201 (803) 898-3432 wwwscdhec.gov



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 

  
 

IN RE:  PALMETTO WASTEWATER RECLAMATION, LLC 

ALPINE UTILITIES/STOOP CREEK WWTF 

LEXINGTON COUNTY 

  
 

NOTICE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION/NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 

 

Palmetto Wastewater Reclamation, LLC (PWR) is hereby notified that an 

enforcement conference has been scheduled for Monday, April 27, at 1:30 P.M., via 

telephone conference call. Representatives of PWR have the opportunity to participate in 

this conference call to discuss the alleged violations of the Pollution Control Act and Water 

Pollution Control Permits cited herein. 

 

Representatives of PWR may invite legal and/or technical counsel to participate in 

the conference call.  The possibility of a Consent Order may be discussed. 

 

This Notice is based upon the following findings of the South Carolina 

Department of Health and Environmental Control: 

 

1. PWR owns and is responsible for the proper operation and maintenance of the Alpine 

Utilities Stoop Creek wastewater treatment facility (WWTF), located at on the south side 

of Bush River Road, one thousand (1,000) feet east of Interstate 20 in Lexington County, 

South Carolina. 

2. The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (Department) 

issued National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit SC0029483, effective 

July 1, 2018, authorizing PWR to discharge treated wastewater from the WWTF into 

Stoop Creek to the Saluda River, in accordance with effluent limitations, monitoring 

requirements, and other permit conditions contained therein. The permit has an expiration 

date of June 30, 2023. 
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3. Department staff performed a Compliance Sampling Inspection (CSI) at the WWTF from 

June 24, 2019, to June 26, 2019. The WWTF received an unsatisfactory rating as a result 

of deficiencies in flow measurement and operation and maintenance.  

4. On October 28, 2019, Department staff issued a letter to PWR informing it of the results 

of the CSI. A copy of the inspection report was attached. The letter requested a written 

response within fifteen (15) days of receipt. The letter was delivered on October 29, 

2019. 

5. In a letter to the Department dated November 25, 2019, received on December 2, 2019, 

PWR reported violations of the effluent discharge limits for Escherichia coli (E. coli) 

during the October 2019 monthly monitoring period. The letter stated the operator 

reported there was a rain event during sample collection, and there were small particles in 

the sample. 

6. In a letter to the Department dated February 10, 2020, received on February 28, 2020, 

PWR reported a violation of the effluent discharge limit for E. coli during the January 

2020 monthly monitoring period. The letter attributed the violation to unusually high 

flows resulting from a storm. 

7. On January 31, 2020, the Department issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to PWR as 

result of violations of the effluent discharge limits for E. coli reported on DMRs 

submitted to the Department for the October 2019 and January 2020 monthly monitoring 

periods. As PWR previously submitted explanations for the violations, no response was 

required. The NOV was delivered on February 5, 2020. 
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From the above findings, the Department alleges that the PWR violated the 

Pollution Control Act and Water Pollution Control Permits as follows:   

 

 PWR violated the Pollution Control Act, S.C. Code Ann. § 48-1-110 (d) (2008 & Supp. 

2019) and Water Pollution Control Permits, S.C. Code Ann Regs. 61-9.122.41(a) (2011) 

in that it failed to comply with the effluent discharge limits for E. coli as contained in 

NPDES Permit SC0029483. 

  

  

PWR is further notified that failure to participate in the scheduled enforcement 

conference may result in the issuance of an Administrative Order without its consent.  Such 

an Order may contain the above findings and may impose monetary penalties. 

 

This Notice is made pursuant to the Pollution Control Act, 48-1-50 (Supp. 2013), 

which authorizes the Department to issue Orders and the Pollution Control Act, 48-1-330 

(2008), which authorizes the Department to assess monetary penalties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 16, 2020          

Anastasia Shaw, Enforcement Project Manager 

Bureau of Water - WP Compliance & Enforcement Division 

WP Enforcement Section 
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